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Health  Centre, 

Murivance, 
Shrewsbury.  ■ 

May,  1950. 

To  the  Mayor,  Aldermen  and  Councillors  of  the 
Borough  of  Shrewsbury 

Mr.  Mayor,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

I  have  the  honour  to  present  my  twenty-fifth  Annual  Report  on 
the  health  of  the  Borough  during  the  year  1949. 

The  size  and  contents  of  these  Annual  Reports  have  been 
shrinking  gradually  in  recent  years,  partly  owing  to  post-war 
circumstances  and  partly  to  the  effects  of  legislation,  which  have 
previously  been  commented  upon,  and  need  no  reiteration. 

Preliminary  steps  were  taken  by  the  Council  towards  the  end 
of  the  year  to  adopt  Bye-laws  with  respect  to  Clean  Food,  and  as  in 
1950  we  are  to  be  given  powers  as  the  Local  Authority  to  operate 
the  Prevention  of  Damage  by  Pests  Act,  1949,  we  must  be  thankful 
for  some  crumbs,  and  sustain  our  activity  with  such,  until,  as  a 
Housing  Authority  (of  which  service  we  have  not  been  deprived)  we 
are  empowered  once  more  to  go  ahead  with  Slum  Clearance,  and  so 
feel  that  we  are  doing  a  job  that  so  badly  wants  doing. 

In  connection  with  housing,  I  drew  attention  in  my  Annual 
Report  for  1944  to  the  problem  of  the  aged,  and  suggested  that 
hostels  or  flats  might  be  provided.  Such  types  of  housing  accommo¬ 
dation  may  at  present  be  provided  by  two  different  Authorities. 
The  County  Council,  as  a  Welfare  Authority,  are  empowered  to  erect 
or  adapt  buildings  to  be  used  as  hostels  for  those  aged  persons  who, 
though  not  chronically  sick  or  infirm,  yet  need  some  care  and 
attention.  The  Town  Council,  as  a  Housing  Authority,  are  em¬ 
powered  to  erect  small  houses  or  flats  for  those  aged  persons  who  do 
not  require  care  and  attention,  but  who  can  look  after  themselves. 

The  problem  of  those  aged  persons  who  are  sick  or  infirm  and 
require  more  than  care  and  attention,  such  as  nursing  or  medical 
supervision,  are  the  responsibility  of  the  Regional  Hospital  Board, 
who  delegate  their  functions  to  the  respective  Hospital  Management 
Committees. 

It  is  satisfactory  to  note  the  progress  that  has  taken  place,  slow 
though  it  may  have  been,  owing  to  the  economic  condition  of  the 
country  and  building  delays. 

The  County  Council,  as  Welfare  Authority,  are  adapting  the 
former  residential  nursery  at  St.  Saviour’s  Home  as  a  hostel  to 


accommodate  twenty-two  aged  persons,  and  are  about  to  construct 
a  new  building  in  the  Copthorne  area  to  accommodate  just  over 
thirty  aged  persons. 

The  Council,  as  Housing  Authority,  are  in  course  of  constructing 
“  maisonettes,”  which  are  essentially  four  flats  in  each  block,  the 
two  flats  on  the  ground  floor  each  containing  one  bedroom,  and  those 
on  the  first  floor  two  bedrooms  each.  In  course  of  time,  if  demand  or 
circumstances  change,  the  flats  on  ground  or  first  floor  can  be  con¬ 
nected  up  so  as  to  provide  increased  accommodation. 

It  is  proposed  that  some  of  these  maisonettes  shall  be  allocated 
for  housing  aged  persons,  whereas  others  may  be  used  for  single 
persons  or  couples  without  children. 

But  the  problem  of  the  aged  is  not  solved  by  providing  hostels 
or  flats.  There  are  many  who  do  not  desire  rehousing  nor  need  it, 
and  as  long  as  such  persons  are  happy  where  they  are,  every 
encouragement  should  be  given  them  to  stay  there  with  the  help 
and  comradeship  of  relatives  or  friends. 

A  movement  which  has  arisen  and  is  growing  apace  is  the 
National  Old  People’s  Welfare  Committee,  in  association  with  the 
National  Council  of  Social  Service. 

The  purpose  of  the  above-named  Committee  is  “  to  study  the 
needs  of  old  people  and  to  promote  measures  for  their  well-being.” 

A  Shrewsbury  branch  affiliated  to  the  parent  body  has  been 
set  up,  and  is  functioning  among  other  things  as  regards  the  pro¬ 
vision  of  “  Darby  and  Joan  ”  Clubs,  where  old  people  can  foregather 
for  social  purposes,  and  the  service  by  “  Meals  on  Wheels,”  whereby 
the  W.V.S.  at  present  take  hot  meals  to  aged  persons  in  their 
homes.  This  service,  which  no  doubt  •  could  be  increased,  has, 
unfortunately,  had  to  be  reduced,  owing  to  the  withdrawal  of  one 
of  the  vans  previously  used. 

The  Shrewsbury  Old  People’s  Welfare  Committee  is  composed 
of  voluntary  helpers,  representing  various  associations  and  organisa¬ 
tions  in  the  town,  and  steps  were  recently  taken  to  appoint  two 
representatives  of  the  Town  Council,  one  each  from  the  Public 
Health  and  the  Housing  Committees  respectively. 

Under  the  terms  of  the  National  Assistance  Act,  1948,  there  is 
encouragement  and  recognition  of  the  great  value  of  the  help  to  and 
interest  in  old  people,  which  can  be  afforded  by  the  provision  of 
mobile  meals  and  social  clubs,  and  by  section  31  of  that  Act,  every 
Local  Authority  is  enabled  to  contribute  to  the  funds  of  voluntary 
organisations  providing  these  amenities. 

The  general  public  have  got  used  to  such  words  as  Obstetrics, 
Orthopaedics  and  perhaps  Paediatrics,  but  a  new  word  to  denote 
scientific  study  of  the  aged  and  their  infirmities  has  recently  been 
coined,  and  is  called  Geriatiics. 

There  is  a  danger  that  if,  as  is  the  habit  with  modern  develop¬ 
ments,  we  proceed  too  fast,  existing  voluntary  movements  such  as 
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this  may  all  too  soon  find  itself  absorbed  and  incorporated  in  the 
ramifications  of  the  Welfare  State,  with  its  bureaucratic  control 
and  its  official  attitude. 

Old  people  require  peace,  quiet  and  comfort,  and  because  of  the 
independence  and  individualism  of  many  of  them,  they  may  be 
apt  to  resent  the  interference  of  busybodies  who,  in  this  modern 
world,  seem  to  have  an  itch  to  direct  other  people’s  lives  and  tell 
them  what  they  think  is  good  for  them.  It  is  against  this  sort  of 
sentimental  urge  that  old  people  require  protection. 

The  greatest  good  that  can  be  done  to  the  old  by  those  who 
profess  to  care  for  their  welfare  is,  whenever  possible,  to  let  them 
live  their  own  lives  in  their  own  way  in  their  own  homes,  except 
when  it  is  apparent  that,  with  increasing  age  and  decreasing  powers, 
both  mental  and  physical,  help  in  the  home  itself  or  persuasion  to 
transfer  to  a  hostel  is  in  the  best  interests  of  everybody. 

There  are  scattered  cases,  unknown  until  found  out,  of  elderly 
persons  attached  to  their  surroundings,  who,  through  pride  or 
obstinacy,  refuse  help,  and  such  cases  require  friendly  supervision 
rather  by  a  voluntary  helper  than  by  an  official,  to  keep  an  eye  on 
them,  so  that  some  day  they  may  not  be  found  dead. 

At  present  there  are  varied  workers  in  the  sponsored  social 
services  who  are  around  and  about  their  districts  almost  daily,  such 
as  domiciliary  nurses,  health  visitors,  sanitary  inspectors,  housing 
inspectors,  doctors,  midwives,  home  helps,  clergy,  police  and 
probation  officers.  If  such  workers  are  aware  of  the  existence  of  a 
local  Old  People’s  Welfare  Committee  to  whom  information  can  be 
transmitted,  then  a  voluntary  worker  from  that  Committee  could  be 
sent  to  interview  the  aged  person  and  find  out  if  help  is  needed  and 
would  be  welcomed. 

The  alternative  policy  would  be  for  a  survey  to  be  made  of  all 
elderly  persons  in  the  town  from  information  to  be  obtained  from 
the  Ministry  of  National  Insurance  as  regards  pensioners  or  the 
Ministry  of  Food  concerning  those  who  become  eligible  for  special 
rations. 

There  are  so  many  ways  in  which  a  voluntary  Committee,  if  it 
can  recruit  sufficient  interested  workers,  can  help  to  aid  the  old, 
such  as  shopping,  library  books,  laundering  facilities,  and  an 
occasional  chat  to  counteract  loneliness,  that  "  crabbed  old  age  ” 
could,  in  many  instances,  be  replaced  by  a  carefree  existence  as 
regards  some  of  the  more  irksome  necessities  of  life. 

Child  care  and  welfare  is  now  firmly  established,  juvenile 
delinquency  may  be  a  passing  problem,  but  the  care  of  old  people 
is  an  increasing  problem,  as  the  population  of  this  country  gradually 
becomes  relatively  older,  and  that  is  why  I  again  draw  attention  to 
the  subject  because  of  its  importance. 
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We  must  retain  a  humanitarian  outlook  on  behalf  of  the  aged 
without  being  too  sentimental,  for  it  is  largely  false  sentiment 
that  would  abolish  the  death  penalty,  frowns  at  punishment,  and 
resents  discipline. 

At  present  those  in  the  nation  who  think,  are  exercised  about  the 
problem  of  juvenile  delinquency. 

May  not  one  of  the  root  causes  of  this  trouble  be  due  to  parents 
because  of  their  evil  example,  both  in  morals  or  lawlessness,  or  to  a 
broken  or  unhappy  home  caused  by  such  parents  ? 

May  not  the  attitude  of  indifferent  parents  be  due  to  the  taking 
away  of  their  responsibilities  by  agencies  created  by  the  State  ? 
And  may  not  this  lack  of  responsibility  also  be  fostered  by  the 
swing  from  the  stern  discipline  of  the  past  to  the  sloppy  sentiment¬ 
ality  of  the  present  age,  aided  by  amateur  or  by  crank  psychologists 
who  advocate  self-expression  among  children,  and  do  not  encourage 
respect  for  those  who  are  in  authority  or  for  property  ? 

To  such  possible  root  causes  one  might  also  add  the  loss  of 
religious  faith  and  the  abandonment  of  the  practice  of  religion,  as 
well  as  the  decay  of  family  life. 

Well-meaning  old  women  of  both  sexes  can  do  a  lot  of  good,  but 
they  can  also  be  potent  rather  than  impotent  for  harm. 

Shrewsbury  reached  its  highest  population,  estimated  at  45,360 
at  the  middle  of  1949. 

The  birth  rate  was  15.2  per  1,000  estimated  resident  population 
with  688  live  births,  compared  with  rates  of  17.2  and  18.1  in  the 
previous  years  respectively. 

The  death  rate  per  1,000  population  was  11.5  with  524  deaths, 
compared  with  death  rates,  of  9.8  and  10.9  in  the  previous  years 
respectively. 

The  Maternal  Mortality  rate  was  nil. 

The  number  of  illegitimate  births  fell  to  45  in  1949  from  60 
in  1948. 

There  were  3  cases  of  diphtheria,  but  no  deaths,  and  it  is  still  a 
matter  of  congratulation  that  no  child  who  has  been  immunised  in 
Shrewsbury  over  the  past  thirteen  years  has  died  of  diphtheria. 

I  wish  to  record  my  sincere  thanks  to  the  members  of  the  Public 
Health  Committee,  my  colleagues  in  other  Departments,  and  to  my 
loyal  and  helpful  staff  for  their  kind  support  and  assistance  in  many 
ways. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be, 

Your  obedient  servant, 


A.  D.  Symons. 


GENERAL  STATISTICS, 


1949 


Rateable  value  of  the  Borough 

Sum  represented  by  a  Penny  Rate 

Area  of  the  Borough  (excluding  water)  in  acres 

Population  (Registrar  General’s  estimate,  middle  of  1949) 

Persons  per  acre  calculated  on  above  population 

Inhabited  houses  (December  31st,  1949)... 


Male  Female 


Live  Births 


Legitimate 

Illegitimate 


333 

19 


310 

26 


Total 


BIRTH  RATE  per  1,000  estimated  resident  population 
Stillbirths 

Stillbirth  Rate  per  1,000  Total  Births 
Deaths 

DEATH  RATE  per  1,000  population 
Deaths  from  Puerperal  Sepsis 

,,  ,,  Other  Puerperal  causes 

MATERNAL  MORTALITY  per  1,000  Total  Births 
(live  and  still) 

INFANT  MORTALITY  RATE . 

Legitimate  Infant  Mortality  Rate  per  1,000  legitimate 
live  births 

Illegitimate  Infant  Mortality  Rate  per  1,000  illegitimate 
live  births 

Deaths  from  Cancer  (all  ages) 

,,  ,,  Measles  (all  ages) 

,,  ,,  Whooping  Cough  (all  ages)  . 

„  ,,  Diarrhoea  (under  2  years  of  age)  ... 


£323,951 

£1,295 

8,034 

45,360 

5.6 

12,154 


688 

15.2 

18 

25.5 
524 

11.5 
Nil 
Nil 

Nil 

35 

37 

Nil 

83 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 
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WEATHER  CONDITIONS 

Daily  readings  and  weather  recording  are  taken  at  Monkmoor 
Isolation  Hospital,  where  there  is  a  Climatological  Station  approved 
by  the  Air  Ministry,  who  periodically  carry  out  an  inspection  of  the 
Station. 

The  outstanding  features  of  the  year  were  the  low  rainfall,  a 
prolonged  drought,  and  300  hours  of  sunshine  in  the  year  above  the 
average  for  Shrewsbury. 

This  official  Climatological  Station  completed  twenty  years  of 
existence  in  1949,  and  it  has  been  thought  fitting  to  prepare  a  graph 
showing  the  average  sunshine  and  rainfall  for  this  period  of  twenty 
years. 

It  has  always  been  assumed  that  the  average  rainfall  in  Shrews- 
buty  was  25  inches  per  annum,  based  on  past  recordings  by  amateur 
observers. 

It  is,  therefore,  of  some  value  for  statistical  or  tourist  purposes 
to  be  able  to  declare  that  the  average  official  rainfall  is  25.74  inches 
per  annum. 

There  have  been  no  regular  recordings  of  sunshine  in  Shrewsbury 
until  the  provision  of  the  Climatological  Station,  and  it  is  of  interest, 
therefore,  to  be  able  to  state  that  the  average  sunshine  figures  for 
Shrewsbury  are  1,338.3  hours  of  bright  sunshine  per  annum. 

The  particulars  regarding  1949  may  be  summarised  as  follows  : — 

Rainfall. — The  total  rainfall  was  20.72  inches,  compared  with 
26.66  inches,  22.15  and  29.04  in  the  previous  years  respectively. 

In  the  first  six  months  of  the  year  the  rainfall  was  only  8.25 
inches. 

Sunshine. — The  number  of  hours  of  bright  sunshine  recorded 
was  1,635.2  hours,  compared  with  1,455.6,  1,380.6  and  1,324.7  in 
the  previous  years  respectively. 

May  and  June  were  the  sunniest  months  with  227.2  and  230.3 
hours  respectively. 

Temperatures. — Extremes  of  temperature  during  the  year  were 
as  follows : — 

Warmest  Day  (Highest  Shade  Maximum),  July  12th,  88°. 

Warmest  Night  (Highest  Shade  Minimum),  July  27th,  66°. 

Coldest  Day  (Lowest  Shade  Maximum),  January  4th,  37°. 

Coldest  Night  (Lowest  Shade  Minimum),  February  5th,  19°. 

The  hottest  day  in  the  sun  was  July  13th  with  130°. 


SHREWSBURY 
20 YEARS  SUNSHINE  AND  RAINFALL  1930  1949 


Weather  Statistics.  Shrewsbury,  1949. 
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VITAL  STATISTICS 
1949  and  Previous  Years 
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•  POPULATION 

The  Registrar  General’s  estimate  of  the  civil  population  of 
Shrewsbury  for  1949  was  45,360,  compared  with  45,090  in  the 
previous  year. 

BIRTHS 


The  number  of  live  births  in  1949  was  688,  compared  with  777 
and  797  in  the  previous  years  respectively. 

The  birth  rate  for  1949  was  15.2,  compared  with  17.2,  18.1  and 
17.9  in  the  previous  years  respectively. 

The  688  live  births  may  be  analysed  as  follows  : — 


Male  ... 
Female 


Legitimate  Illegitimate 
.  333  19 

.  310  26 


688 


Illegitimate  Births 

There  were  45  illegitimate  births,  compared  with  60,  46  and  75 
in  the  previous  years  respectively. 

The  illegitimate  birth  rate  was  0.99  per  1,000  population, 
illegitimate  births  being  a  percentage  of  6.5  of  the  total  live  births. 

Stillbirths 

There  were  18  stillbirths,  compared  with  19,  19  and  20  in  the 
previous  years  respectively. 

The  stillbirth  rate  per  1,000  population  was  0.39,  the  stillbirths 
being  a  percentage  of  2.5  of  the  total  births. 

A  comparison  between  the  birth  rates  and  stillbirth  rates  as 
between  Shrewsbury  and  the  average  of  other  areas  is  set  out  in  the 
following  table  : — 

Rates  per  1,000  Population 


Live  Birth 

Stillbirth 

England  and  Wales  . 

16.7 

0.39 

London 

18.5 

0.37 

126  County  Boroughs  and  Great 
Towns 

18.7 

0.47 

1 48  Smaller  T owns 

18.0 

0.40 

Shrewsbury  . 

15.2 

0.39 

DEATHS 

The  number  of  deaths  during  the  year  was  524,  compared  with 
444,  483  and  542  in  the  previous  years  respectively. 

Of  the  524  deaths,  250  were  males  and  274  were  females. 

The  crude  death  rate  was  11.5,  but  by  applying  the  com¬ 
parability  factor  provided  by  the  Registrar  General,  the  adjusted 
death  rate  becomes  11.8. 
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Of  the  524  deaths,  352  persons  were  05  years  of  age  or  over. 

If  the  main  causes  of  death  are  grouped,  it  will  be  seen  that  415 
of  the  524  deaths  can  be  allocated  to  four  groups  as  follows  : — 

1.  Heart  disease  ...  ...  ...  ...  168  deaths 


2.  Other  diseases  of  the  Circulatory  system, 

including  intra-cranial  vascular  lesions  94 

3.  Cancer  (all  sites)  ...  ...  ...  ...  83 

4.  Bronchitis,  Pneumonia  and  other  Respiratory 

Diseases,  including  Pulmonary  Tuber¬ 
culosis  .  70 


There  were  13  deaths  from  suicide  and  2  from  road  traffic 
accidents. 


Of  the  child  population,  there  were  24  infant  deaths  (under 
one  year  of  age),  3  deaths  of  children  from  one  to  five  years,  and 
3  deaths  of  children  from  six  to  fifteen  years  of  age. 
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Causes  o!  and  Ages  at  Death  during  the  Year  1949 


Net  Deaths  at  the  subjoined  ages  of 
“  Residents  ”  whether  occurring  within  or 

WITHOUT  THE  DISTRICT 


Causes  of  Death 

Q 

a 

Female 

Under  1 

H 

<M 

CO 

lO 

o 

r-H 

lO 

o 

CM 

lO 

CO 

lO 

65  and  | 

over  | 

250 

274 

24 

1 

— 

— 

— 

2 

1 

2 

20 

12 

110 

352 

Typhoid  and  para¬ 
typhoid  fevers 

Cerebro-spinal  fever  ... 

Scarlet  fever  ... 

— 

_ 

— 

— 

_ 

— 

— 

_ 

— 

— 

_ 

_ 

_ 

_ 

Whooping  cough 

Diphtheria 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Tuberculosis  of  res¬ 
piratory  system  . . . 

8 

10 

6 

5 

2 

5 

Other  forms  of  tuber¬ 
culosis 

1 

1 

Syphilitic  diseases 

2 

i 

1 

Influenza 

o 

1 

— 

— 

_ 

— 

— 

_ 

— 

— 

— 

— 

i 

2 

Measles 

Acute  poliomyelitis  & 
polio-encephalitis  ... 

Acute  inf.  encephalitis 

Cancer  of  buc.  cav.  and 
oesoph.  (M),  uterus  (F) 

o 

6 

6 

2 

Cancer  of  stomach  and 
duodenum  ... 

6 

9 

4 

ii 

Cancer  of  breast 

— 

11 

— 

— 

_ 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

4 

7 

Cancer  of  all  other  sites 

27 

22 

— 

— 

_ 

— 

— 

— 

— 

i 

4 

— 

19 

25 

Diabetes 

1 

— 

— 

— 

_ 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

Intra-cranial  vascular 
lesions 

33 

41 

17 

57 

Heart  disease 

79 

89 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

1 

1 

28 

137 

Other  diseases  of  circu¬ 
latory  system 

8 

12 

3 

17 

Bronchitis 

20 

10 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

5 

25 

Pneumonia 

6 

9 

2 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

2 

— 

3 

8 

Other  respiratory 
diseases 

2 

2 

1 

_ 

1 

2 

Ulcer  of  stomach  or 
duodenum  ... 

5 

o 

3 

Diarrhoea  under  2  years 

Appendicitis  ... 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Otherdigestivediseases 

6 

4 

i 

9 

Nephritis 

3 

1 

i 

— 

- — 

3 

Puerperal  and  post¬ 
abort.  sepsis 

Other  maternal  causes 

Premature  birth 

3 

3 

6 

Congenital  malforma¬ 
tion,  birth  injury, 
infant  :  dis. 

8 

7 

15 

Suicide 

9 

4 

i 

3 

3 

4 

2 

Road  traffic  accidents 

2 

- 

1 

— 

1 

Other  violent  causes... 

2 

2 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

i 

— 

— 

— 

- - 

1 

O 

Ld 

All  other  causes 

15 

31 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

i 

— 

— 

3 

1 

7 

34 
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INFANT  MORTALITY 

The  number  of  deaths  of  infants  under  one  year  of  age  was  24, 
compared  with  25,  2(5  and  38  in  the  previous  years  respectively. 

The  Infant  Mortality  Rate  was  35  per  1,000  live  births,  com¬ 
pared  with  32,  33  and  48  in  the  previous  years  respectively. 

The  causes  of  infant  deaths  are  set  out  in  the  table  below. 


Infant  Mortality,  1949 

Net  deaths  from  stated  causes  at  various  ages  under  1  year  of  age. 


CAUSES  OF  DEATH 

Under  1  week 

1 — 2  weeks 

2 — 3  weeks 

3 — 4  weeks 

Total  under 

1  month 

1  month  and 

under  3  months 

3  months  and 
under  6  months 

6  months  and 

under  9  months 

9  months  and 

under  12  months 

Total  deaths 
under  1  year 

No. 

Prematurity 

6 

— 

— 

- 1 

6 

_ 

_ 

— 

_ 

6 

Atelectasis 

2 

_ 

i 

_ 

3 

_ 

_ 

_ 

_ 

3 

Congenital 

Debility  ... 

— 

— 

— 

_ 

i 

_ 

— 

_ 

1 

Causes 

18 

Birth  Injury 

5 

— 

— 

_ 

5 

_ 

_ 

_ _ 

_ 

5 

Deformities 

1 

— 

— 

_ 

1 

_ 

_ 

_ 

_ 

1 

Abnormality  of  the  Heart 

1 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

i 

— 

2 

Respiratory 

2 

Pneumonia 

1 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

i 

2 

Infections 

2 

Tuberculous  Meningitis  ... 

i 

1 

Pneumococcal  Meningitis 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

i 

— 

1 

Miscellaneous 

2 

Acute  Leukaemia 

i 

1 

Acute  Hepatitis  ... 

1 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

1 

Totals 

24 

17 

— 

i 

— 

18 

i 

2 

i 

2 

24 

18 


SANITARY  CIRCUMSTANCES  OF  THE  AREA 
Water  Supply 

Mr.  A.  B.  Baldwin  (Water  Engineer)  has  kindly  provided  the 
following  notes  on  the  water  supply  of  the  town,  together  with 
statistics  of  laboratory  examinations  at  Shelton  Waterworks  : — 

“  During  1949  Shelton  Works  have  supplied  the  whole  of  the 
Borough’s  water  requirements  free  of  all  restriction.  The  year  was 
notable  for  the  many  hours  of  sunshine,  and  although  not  a  record 
dry  year,  the  summer  drought  was  serious  enough  to  cause  grave 
anxiety  of  shortage  in  many  water  undertakings.  Some  waterworks, 
including  large  undertakings,  found  it  necessary  to  impose  restric¬ 
tions  on  the  use  of  water,  and  Shrewsbury  may  consider  itself 
fortunate  in  having  such  a  large  source  of  water  as  the  River  Severn 
at  its  very  doorstep.  The  average  daily  quantity  supplied  was 
1,879,912  gallons,  which  is  equivalent  to  42.1  gallons  per  head  per 
day.  There  was  a  slight  increase  in  the  per  capita  consumption, 
which,  despite  continued  efforts  in  waste  detection,  was  due  to  an 
increase  in  domestic  and  trade  use. 

“  Although  Shelton  Works  is  never  troubled  in  regard  to  the 
quantity  of  water  available,  the  quality  of  the  raw  water  even  at 
best  is  a  never-ending  source  of  anxiety,  and  a  pure  supply  to  the 
Borough  is  maintained  only  by  constant  vigilance  on  the  part  of  all 
concerned.  It  is  known  that  Typhoid  bacillus  is  present  in  the 
river,  and  during  the  year  B.  welchii  and  Streptococci  have  been 
isolated  in  the  raw  water. 

“  The  exceptional  summer  gave  rise  to  difficulties  in  operating 
the  plant  at  economical  rates,  but  there  was  no  relaxation  in  the 
high  standard  of  purity  of  the  town  supply.  On  one  occasion  B.  coli 
were  found  in  the  finished  water  at  the  Works,  but  this  finding  was 
not  confirmed  by  samples  drawn  from  the  town  supply  at  the  same 
time. 

“  The  performance  of  the  plant  during  the  long  periods  of  sunny 
weather  led  to  an  examination  of  algal  forms  in  the  raw  river  water 
and  their  effect  on  the  efficiency  of  the  treatment  plant.  Investiga¬ 
tions  are  still  being  carried  forward,  and  the  practical  results  of  trials 
so  far  completed  are  very  promising. 

“  During  the  year  the  practice  of  making  routine  bacteriological 
examinations  of  drinking  water  samples  drawn  from  households  at 
random  was  reintroduced.  Forty-nine  such  examinations  were 
carried  out  during  the  year.  All  samples  were  sterile  except  one 
which  was  found  to  be  due  to  a  faulty  washer.  The  washer  was 
replaced,  and  three  subsequent  samples  from  the  Same  tap  were 
found  to  be  sterile. 

"  Daily  chemical  and  bacteriological  analyses  have  been  carried 
out  at  Shelton  as  in  former  years.  The  averages  of  the  results 
obtained  from  these  examinations  are  given  in  the  accompanying 
table,  which  shows  the  town  supply  continues  to  reach  the  highest 
standards  of  purity.” 
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There  was  some  concern  during  the  year  about  the  water  supply 
to  a  group  of  seven  houses  on  the  outskirts  of  the  town.  These 
houses  of  modern  construction  are  not,  however,  connected  to  the 
sewerage  system  nor  to  the  water  mains.  Their  water  supply  is 
derived  from  deep  wells. 

In  the  middle  of  the  summer  a  complaint  of  the  state  of  the  well 
water  was  received  from  one  householder  and  as  a  result  a  compre¬ 
hensive  investigation  of  the  water  supply  of  all  the  houses  was 
undertaken,  when  it  was  found  that  both  faecal  and  non-faecal 
B.  coli  were  present.  As  an  initial  measure,  all  householders  were 
warned  to  boil  water  used  for  drinking  or  culinary  purposes.  A 
series  of  samples  for  bacteriological  and  chemical  examination  were 
taken,  colour  tests  were  applied  to  the  drainage  systems,  as  well  as 
other  measures.  No  evidence  was  forthcoming  that  there  was  any 
direct  contamination  of  the  water  supply. 

In  assessing  the  local  situation  with  the  exercise  of  judgment,  it 
was  felt  that  the  faecal  B.  coli  were  more  likely  to  be  of  animal 
origin  rather  than  human. 

At  the  time  of  occurrence,  drought  conditions  prevailed,  and  the 
wells  were  nearly  empty. 

After  the  autumn  rains,  when  the  wells  became  fuller,  further 
samples  showed  complete  absence  of  faecal  B.  coli. 

As  the  householders  were  not  prepared  to  contribute  towards  the 
installation  of  the  town’s  water  supply,  the  Water  Committee,  who 
were  consulted  about  the  whole  problem,  have  decided  that  if  and 
when  mains  are  laid  in  the  vicinity  of  these  houses  in  the  future, 
steps  will  be  taken  to  ensure  that  these  houses  are  supplied  with  the 
town  water. 

The  water  supply  position  of  dwelling  houses  in  the  town  as 
computed  in  the  year  1949  may  be  summarised  as  follows 


Total  number  of  houses  .  12,154 

Total  number  of  houses  with  a  piped  supply...  12,060 
Houses  with  a  piped  Corporation  supply  ...  12,006 

Houses  with  a  piped  supply  from  other  sources  54 
Houses  without  a  piped  supply,  i.e.,  from 

wells  or  streams .  94 


Swimming  Baths 

The  general  condition  and  the  bacteriological  state  of  the  water 
at  the  Baths  did  not  quite  maintain  the  high  standard  of  the 
previous  year. 
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During  the  bathing  season,  24  samples  of  water  for  bacteriological 
examination  were  taken  from  the  first  and  second  class  Baths. 

Of  these  24  samples,  14  showed  complete  absence  of  Coliform 
bacilli  or  B.  coli. 

Of  the  remaining  10  samples,  the  count  of  Coliform  or  B.  coli 
organisms  was  low,  except  on  one  occasion,  when  the  result  was 
classed  as  unsatisfactory. 

The  summer  of  1949  was  hot  and  conducive  to  bathing,  and  if  at 
times  the  Baths  become  undesirably  overcrowded,  there  is  always  a 
possibility  that  the  filtration  and  chlorination  plants  may  not  carry 
out  their  respective  functions  adequately. 

There  is,  of  course,  a  temptation  on  a  hot  day  to  accept  all 
bathers  as  they  come  and  so  increase  the  revenue,  but  if  health 
considerations  are  kept  in  the  forefront,  it  might  be  so  arranged 
that  just  as  the  turnstiles  at  a  big  football  match  have  at  times  to  be 
closed,  so  the  admission  of  bathers  might  be  regulated. 

On  the  other  hand,  it  may  be  found  that  the  present  plant  has 
not  that  margin  of  elasticity  to  cope  with  irregular  increased  demand 
and  requires  enlargement,  as  well  as  closer  supervision  by  more 
frequent  periodic  testings. 


Drainage,  Closet  Accommodation,  Sewerage  and  Public  Cleansing 

The  Borough  Surveyor  (Mr.  F.  R.  Dinnis)  has  kindly  supplied 
the  following  information  : — 

“  Existing  houses  connected  to  sewers  during  1949  Nil 

New  houses  erected  without  connection  to 
sewerage  system  during  1949  .  1 

“  Main  Drainage. — There  were  no  extensions  or  alterations  in 
main  drainage,  except  for  those  new  sewers  laid  for  the  development 
of  housing  estates. 

“  During  the  year  the  Ministry  of  Health  held  a  Public  Enquiry 
into  the  Council’s  application  for  a  new  main  drainage  scheme. 
Sanction  and  approval,  in  principle,  was  obtained  for  proceeding  with 
Stage  1  of  the  scheme,  estimated  to  cost  in  the  neighbourhood  of 
half  a  million  pounds.” 
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The  present  position  as  regards  sewage  disposal  in  the  town  as 
estimated  during  1949  is  as  follows  : — 


Total  number  of  houses  in  the  Borough 
Number  of  houses  connected  to  Cor¬ 
poration  sewers  ... 

Number  of  houses  connected  to  inde¬ 
pendent  sewage  disposal  works, 
e.g.,  cesspits,  septic  tanks 
Number  of  houses  relying  on  earth, 
pail  or  chemical  closets . 


12,154 

11,696 

j 11,958 

262 j 

196  (157  in  added 
area) 


SANITARY  INSPECTION  OF  THE  AREA 

Mr.  C.  Stanley  (Chief  Sanitary  Inspector)  submits  the  following 
remarks  and  tabular  statements  of  work  carried  out  during  the 
year 

“  Staff  changes  resulted  as  a  consequence  of  Mr.  D.  H.  Livesey, 
Additional  Sanitary  Inspector,  departing  to  take  up  an  appoint¬ 
ment  as  H.M.  Factory  Inspector  at  Wolverhampton.  Mr.  C.  T. 
Mabbott,  Clerk-Pupil,  on  passing  his  qualifying  examination,  was 
appointed  to  the  vacancy  created,  and  Mr.  G.  T.  Adams,  of  Shrews¬ 
bury,  took  over  the  duties  previously  carried  out  by  Mr.  Mabbott. 
These  changes  entailed  no  inconvenience  to  general  sanitary  work  ; 
and,  along  with  Mr.  I.  G.  Griffiths,  the  persons  mentioned  formed  a 
loyal  and  conscientious  team,  to  whom  my  thanks  are  due. 

Very  little  improvement  in  the  existing  housing  situation 
prevented  further  progress  in  the  demolition  of  already  condemned 
properties,  leaving  the  two  dozen  or  so  houses  subject  to  demolition 
orders,  or  undertakings,  still  occupied  under  Defence  Regulations 
provisions.  The  housing  shortage  would  possibly  account  for  the 
increase  in  the  number  of  applications  received  for  permission  to 
station  caravans  in  various  parts  of  the  Borough.  By  the  end  of  the 
year,  eleven  caravans  were  under  licence.  In  two  cases,  applications 
were  turned  down  on  public  health  grounds. 

“  The  glorious  summer  weather,  with  accompanying  drought, 
must  have  given  those  dependent  on  well-water  supply  some 
anxious  moments.  There  was  only  one  instance  in  which  the  supply 
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failed  completely.  This  was  in  the  case  of  six  houses  accommodating 
an  isolated  community,  where  the  cost  of  a  piped  supply  would  be 
out  of  all  proportion  to  the  value  of  the  property  concerned.  The 
Council’s  water-cart,  stationed  on  the  site,  proved  to  be  a  satis¬ 
factory  stand-by  until  the  well  recommenced  to  function  properly. 

“  In  another  part  of  the  Borough,  the  possibility  of  contamination 
occurred  in  three  wells  serving  seven  houses.  Rainfall  in  the  later 
months  of  the  year  may  have  accounted  for  the  more  satisfactory 
results  in  subsequent  examinations. 

“  Food  Hygiene. — Food  hygiene  has  become  a  topical  subject, 
both  in  the  press  and  amongst  the  members  of  various  local  and 
national  organisations.  Public  interest  has  been  stimulated,  but  it 
is  hoped  that  this  publicity  will  not  exaggerate  existing  conditions 
and  undermine  confidence  in  the  good  work  which  has  already  been 
carried  out  by  health  authorities  throughout  the  country. 

“  It  is  not  suggested  that  standards  of  hygiene  in  food  premises 
are  entirely  satisfactory — neither  are  conditions  in  many  homes — 
but  there  is  no  short  cut  to  obtaining  the  highest  standards. 

“  These  improvements  cannot  be  fulfilled  overnight  as,  in 
addition  to  structural  improvements  and  alterations,  they  entail 
the  education  of  food  handlers  and  the  general  public. 

“  There  are  over  600  premises  in  Shrewsbury  where  foodstuffs 
are  handled.  In  all,  the  various  trades  carried  out  in  these  600 
premises  number  over  800.  The  standard  of  'hygiene  probably 
compares  favourably  with  that  of  any  other  town  in  the  country, 
due,  in  no  small  measure  to  the  fact  that,  generally,  the  wholehearted 
support  of  the  traders  concerned  is  received  ;  and  progress  is  being 
made. 

“  The  Minister  of  Food’s  circular  to  local  authorities  was  a 
matter  of  great  interest.  This  circular  intimated  that  Section  15 
of  the  Food  and  Drugs  Act,  1938,  empowers  Local  Authorities  to 
make  bye-laws  for  securing  the  observance  of  sanitary  and  cleanly 
conditions  and  practices  in  connection  with  the  handling,  wrapping, 
or  delivery  of  food  sold  or  intended  for  human  consumption,  and  in 
connection  with  food  sold  in  the  open  air.  In  order  to  assist  Local 
Authorities  in  the  making  of  such  bye-laws,  a  model  has  been 
approved  by  the  Minister.  The  model  has  been  designed  to  apply 
generally  to  all  members  of  the  food  trade,  and  no  attempt  had 


24 


been  made  to  lay  down  a  detailed  code  of  hygienic  practice  for  any 
particular  trade.  The  present  shortage  of  materials  and  equipment 
had  prevented  the  inclusion  of  provisions  which  would  be  desirable, 
but  it  was  intended  to  review  the  model  when  sufficient  experience 
had  been  gained  in  the  operation  of  the  bye-laws  based  on  the 
model. 

“  The  Council  resolved  to  make  application  to  the  Minister  of 
Food  for  adoption  of  bye-laws  based  on  the  model  submitted. 

“  The  1st  October,  1949,  saw  changes  in  the  legislation  relating 
to  milk  production  and  distribution. 

“  Summarised,  it  can  be  said  that  from  this  date,  the  control 
of  milk  production  on  the  farm  became  the  duty  of  the  Minister  of 
Agriculture,  with  Local  Authorities  continuing  with  the  supervision 
of  the  distribution  and  sale  of  milk.  The  provision  of  the  new  Milk 
and  Dairies  Regulations,  with  regard  to  infection  of  milk,  is  admin¬ 
istered  by  the  Local  Authority,  through  their  Medical  Officer  of 
Health,  whether  at  dairy  farms  or  other  dairy  premises. 

“  Local  Authorities  are  concerned  still  with  such  matters  as 
water  supply,  drainage,  and  sewage  disposal,  etc.,  at  farms.  Conse¬ 
quently,  it  is  evident  that  the  closest  co-operation  will  be  necessary 
between  the  two  groups  of  officials.  The  establishment  of  Central 
and  County  Milk  and  Dairies  Advisory  Committees  should  do  much 
to  ensure  that  this  co-operation  is  forthcoming.” 


Complaints  Received  during  the  Year 

There  were  1 ,043  complaints  received,  and  these  were  investigated 
in  accordance  with  the  following  analysis  : — 


Table  I 


Nature  of  Complaint 

Number  Received. 

Housing  Defects 

285 

Defective  Dustbins  ... 

110 

Choked  and  Defective  Drains  and  Sewers... 

159 

Accumulations  of  Offensive  Matter 

21 

Relative  to  Unsound  Food  ... 

122 

Verminous  Premises  : — 

(a)  Bugs  . 

23 

(b)  Rats  and  Mice  Infestations 

135 

(c)  Beetles,  Crickets,  and  Other  Insects 

39 

Keeping  of  Animals  and  Poultry  ... 

17 

Unsatisfactory  Milk  Supplies 

_  8 

Miscellaneous 

124 

Total 

1,043 

Premises  Inspected. 


The  following  summary  indicates  the  number  of  inspections 
of  various  premises  carried  out  during  the  year  : — 


Nature  of  Inspection 

Number  of 
Visits 

Dwelling-houses  under  Public  Health  Acts 

3,364 

Dwelling-houses  under  Housing  Acts 

768 

Infected  Dwelling-houses  : — 

(a)  Notifiable  Diseases  (other  than  Tuberculosis) 

72 

(b)  Contacts  ... 

29 

(c)  Fumigations  after  infectious  diseases  ... 

29 

(d)  Phthisis  enquiries  and  fumigations 

43 

Elementary  Schools  and  Church  Halls 

3 

Business  Premises 

34 

Cinemas,  Dance  Halls,  Billiard  Halls 

4 

Fairgrounds 

25 

Factory  Act,  1937  : — 

Factories,  with  mechanical  power  ... 

189 

Factories,  without  mechanical  power 

28 

Outworkers’  premises 

1 

Smoke  observations 

41 

Premises  which  can  be  controlled  by  Bye-laws-: — 

Offensive  Trade  Premises  ... 

20 

Stables,  Piggeries,  Keeping  of  Animals 

80 

Common  Lodging-houses  ...  ...  ... 

— 

Houses  let  in  Lodgings  ...  .  . 

24 

Tents,  Vans  and  Sheds 

154 

Drainage  :  Testing  by 

23 

Smoke  ... 

Water  ... 

74 

Coloured  Water 

281 

Breaking  down 

9 

re  Public  Sewers... 

306 

Drainage  Work  in  Progress 

140 

Means  of  Escape  in  case  of  Fire  (S.  60,  Public  Health  Act,  1936) 

1 

Watercourses  and  Ditches 

27 

Land  and  Tips 

84 

Septic  Tanks,  Cesspools,  Urinals... 

142 

Miscellaneous  Visits 

521 

Visits,  not  Inspections 

459 

Nature  of  Inspection 

Number  of 
Visits 

Verminous  Premises  : — 

(a)  Rats  and  Mice  (Infestation  Order,  1943) 

337 

(b)  Bug  Infestations  ... 

148 

(c)  Beetles 

14 

(d)  Other  Vermin 

44 

Inspections  re  Supervision  of  Food  : — 

Unfit  Foodstuffs  other  than  Meat  ... 

159 

Slaughterhouses 

1 

Markets 

8 

Public  Health  (Meat)  Regulation,  1924,  Butchers’  Shops... 

103 

Food  and  Drugs  Act,  1938  (Section  13)  : — 

Bakehouses 

107 

Factory  Canteens 

20 

Restaurant  Kitchens,  etc.  ... 

265 

Hotel  and  Beerhouse  Bars  and  Cellars  : — 

Day  Inspections... 

Night  Inspections 

195 

Other  Premises 

559 

Section  14  : — 

Sausage  Manufacturers 

37 

Preserved  Meat  Preparation  Premises 

30 

Preserved  Fish  Preparation  Premises 

98 

Ice  Cream  Premises  ... 

328 

Milk  and  Dairies  Regulations,  1926  to  1943  : — 

Milk  Sampling  for  Bacteriological  Examination  and 
Biological  Test  for  Tuberculosis 

117. 

Contraventions  of  Milk  and  Dairies  Regulations  ... 

14 

Cowsheds 

44 

Dairies  at  Farms 

40 

Milkshops  and  other  Dairies 

86 

Shops  Act,  1912-1936. 

Young  Persons  (Employment)  Act,  1938 

382 

Total  Visits  by  Sanitary  Inspectors 

10,111 

Notices  Served 


Administrative  action  was  taken  during  the  year  to  secure 
abatement  of  nuisances  and  to  enforce  the  appropriate  statutory 
enactments  as  follows  : — 


Subject  of  Notice 

Public 

Health 

Acts 

Milk  and 
Dairies 
Regs. 

Food  and 
Drugs  Act 

S.  13  and  14 

Factories 
Act,  1937 

Shops 

Acts 

Number  of  Informal  Notices 
served 

219 

8 

5 

Number  of  Informal  Notices 
complied  with 

224 

— 

9 

6 

— 

Number  of  Informal  Notices 
Outstanding  (against 

Premises) 

61 

_ 

8 

Number  of  Statutory  Notices 
served 

210 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Number  of  Statutory  Notices 
complied  with 

157 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Number  of  Statutory  Notices 
Outstanding  (against 

Premises) 

36 

_ 

_ 

_ 

Number  of  Prosecutions 

3 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Sanitary  Improvements  Effected  at  Dwelling-houses 
as  a  Result  of  Statutory  and  Informal  Notices  Issued 

(Number  of  Premises,  377) 


Num  her 
Complied 
with 

Defective  Drains  ...  ...  ...  •••  •••  •••  ...  13 

Choked  Drains  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  •••  ...  2t> 

Insufficient  Closet  Accommodation  ... 

Absence  of  proper  sink 

Defective  water  closets  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  37 

Defective  gullies  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  5 

Defective  Sink  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 

Defective  sink  waste  pipes  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  5 

Defective  W.C.  cisterns  and  fittings  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  19 

Burst  water  pipes  ...  ...  ...  ...  ..  ...  ...  1 

Insufficient  water  supply  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 

Defective  soil  pipes 
Dampness  arising  from  : — 

Defective  roofs  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  54 

Defective  eaves-gutters  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  14 

Defective  down-spouts...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  U3 

Defective  brickwork  and  pointing  ...  ...  ...  ...  12 

Defective  damp-proof  courses  ...  ...  ...  ...  4 

Defective  yard  paving  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  12 

Defective  chimney  flues  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  6 

Galvanized  metal  dustbins  provided  ...  ...  ...  ...  115 

Defective  window-frames  and  sash-cords  ...  ...  ...  ...  34 

Defective  floors  ...  ...  ...  '  ...  ...  ...  ...  37 

Defective  stairs  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  13 

Defective  plaster  to  walls  and  ceilings  ...  ...  ...  ...  120 

Defective  Doors  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  7 

Defective  fireplaces  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  49 

Defective  wash-boilers  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  12 

Defective  and  dangerous  chimney  stacks  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 

Defective  and  bulging  external  walls  ...  ...  ...  ...  8 

Defective  and  bulging  party  walls  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  6 

Filthy  condition  of  premises  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  — 

Accurn illation  of  manure  or  offensive  matter  ...  ...  ...  2 

Miscell  ineous  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  34 


Additional  Unsatisfactory  Conditions  remedied  by  Verbal  Intimations 


Nature  of  Inspection 

No.  of 
Premises 

Structural 

Defects 

Dirty 

Conditions 

Dwelling  houses  (Public  Health  Acts)  ... 

53 

38 

15 

Restaurant  Kitchens 

8 

4 

4 

Food  Preparation  Premises 

4 

1 

4 

Ice  Cream  Premises  (Sale/Manufacture) 

3 

3 

— 

Bakehouses 

4 

1 

3 

Hotel  Bars 

5 

3 

2 

Dairies  at  Farms 

1 

— 

i 

Other  Dairies 

1 

1 

i 

Contravention  of  Milk  and  Dairies  Regu¬ 
lations 

2 

2 

Fish  Frying  Premises 

i 

i 

— 

Public  Footbridge  (Railway  Station)  ... 

i 

— 

i 

Shops  (Shops  Acts) 

i 

i 

i 

30 


FACTORY  ACTS,  1937  AND  1948 

The  following  statistics,  required  under  the  provisions  of  this 
legislation,  are  appended  : — 

Part  I  of  the  Act 

1.  Inspections  for  purposes  of  provisions  as  to  health  (including 
inspections  made  by  Sanitary  Inspectors) 


' 

Number 

on 

Register 

Number  of 

Premises 

Inspections 

Written 

Notices 

Occupiers 

Prosecuted 

(i)  Factories  in  which  Sections  1,  2,  3,  4  and  6 
are  to  be  enforced  by  Local  Authorities... 

86 

28 

4 

Nil 

(ii)  Factories  not  included  in  (i)  in  which  Section 

7  is  enforced  by  the  Local  Authority 

196 

189 

1 

Nil 

(iii)  Other  Premises  in  which  Section  7  is 
enforced  by  the  Local  Authority  (exclud¬ 
ing  out-workers’  premises) 

4 

— 

— 

— 

Total 

00 

C7I 

217 

5 

Nil 
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2.  Cases  in  which  Defects  were  found 


Number  of  cases  in  which  defects  were 
found 

Number 

of 

Particulars 

Found 

Remedied 

Refe 
To  H.M. 
Inspector 

rred 

By  H.M. 
Inspector 

which 

prosecutions 

were 

instituted 

Want  of  cleanliness  (S.l) 

1 

1 

— 

— 

— 

Overcrowding  (S.2) 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Unreasonable  temperature  (S.3) 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Inadequate  ventilation  (S.4) 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Ineffective  drainage  of  floors  (S.6)  ... 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Sanitary  Conveniences  (S.7) — 

(a)  Insufficient 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

( b )  Unsuitable  or  defective 

4 

4 

—  . 

— 

— 

( c )  Not  separate  for  sexes  ... 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Other  offences  against  the  Act  (not 
including  offences  relating  to  Out- 

work) ... 

Total 

5 

5 

— 

— 

— 

Part  VIII  of  the  Act 
Outwork  (Sections  110  and  111) 


Section  110 

Section  1 1 1 

Nature  of  Work 

No.  of 
out-workers 
in  August 
list  required 
by  Sect. 

110  (1)  (c) 

No.  of 
cases  of 
default 
in  sending 
lists  to  the 
Council 

No.  of 
prosecu¬ 
tions  for 
failure  to 
supply 
lists 

No.  of 
instances 
of  work  in 
unwhole¬ 
some 
premises 

Notices 

served 

Prosecu¬ 

tions 

Wearing  apparel¬ 
making,  etc. 

2 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

HOUSING 

Building  Progress  during  1949 


By  Local  Authority  :  Temporary 

Traditional 
Non-Traditional  ... 
By  Private  Enterprise 


Nil  , 
60  . 
Nil  , 
19 


60 


79 


If  it  is  remembered  that  in  1948  the  number  of  new  houses 
erected  was  300,  it  is  somewhat  of  a  shock  to  realise  the  check  in 
progress  in  1949,  when  only  79  new  houses  were  built. 

Mainly  owing  to  national  rather  than  local  circumstances,  such 
disappointment  can  only  be  assuaged  by  the  cold  comfort  that 
reduction  in  house  building  progress  has  probably  been  shared  by 
many  other  Local  Authorities. 

The  prospects  for  1950  are  better,  but  even  so,  it  would  be  more 
satisfactory  if  housing,  which  everybody  admits  should  receive 
priority,  could  be  tackled  on  the  lines  of  a  military  operation. 

Shrewsbury’s  population  is  higher  than  ever  before,  being  well 
over  45,000,  so  it  is  not  to  be  wondered  at  that  the  number  of 
applications  for  houses,  despite  the  re-housing,  carried  out  during 
the  year,  have  risen  from  1,750  in  1948  to  2,360  in  1949. 

In  consequence,  because  of  this  large  demand,  it  is  not  yet 
practicable  to  re-open  a  slum  clearance  drive  on  a  large  scale. 


Municipal  Hostel  for  Men 

Mr.  E.  A.  Andrews  (Superintendent)  gives  the  following  figures 
and  remarks  on  the  above  for  the  year  1949  : — 

“  The  bed  complement  was  increased  by  2  from  38  to  40  during 
the  year. 

“  At  the  same  time  new  charges  were  instituted  at  the  rate  of 
2s.  6d.  per  night  or  17s.  6d.  per  week. 

“  The  number  of  men  paying  nightly  charges  was  1,097,  whereas 
1,713  paid  weekly  charges. 

“  The  daily  average  number  of  occupied  beds  was  38.” 

Corporation  Housing  Estates 

The  Housing  Manager  (Mr.  E.  Woodhead)  provides  the  following 
information  concerning  the  activities  of  the  Housing  Department  : — 
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“  Applications. — During  the  year  1949,  610  applications  for 
Council  houses  were  received,  bringing  the  total  to  2,360.  In  J948, 
the  number  of  applications  was  650. 

“  Allocations. — During  the  year  66  traditional  houses  were  let, 
but  in  addition  to  the  66  allocations,  there  have  been  additional 
allocations  of  66  by  exchanges  and  a  further  7  lettings  have  been 
made  into  private  property  by  consent  of  the  respective  owners  or 
agents.  This  means  that  whilst  only  a  total  of  66  new  houses  were 
provided,  by  the  exchanging  or  “  screening  ”  policy,  the  total 
allocations  have  amounted  to  139,  and  this  means  also  that  139 
applications  for  accommodation  have  been  satisfied. 

“  During  the  year  a  Housing  Inspector  was  appointed,  which 
enabled  1,200  inspections  to  be  made,  in  addition  to  following  up 
reports  of  defects  and  inspections  for  change  of  tenancies.  The 
matter  of  maintenance  of  the  property  is  a  long-term  policy  and,  by 
regular  inspection,  with  liaison  between  the  Housing  Department 
and  the  Borough  Surveyor’s  Department,  good  results  should 
follow. 

“  Private  Building  Licences. — At  the  early  part  of  the  year  the 
Department  took  over  the  receiving  of  applications  for  Private 
Building  Licences.  During  1949  there  were  56  licences  available  for 
issue.  By  close  co-operation  with  the  applicants  and  the  builder, 
the  Tenancy  Sub-Committee  made  the  selections  from  the  appli¬ 
cations,  and  were  able  to  ensure  that  all  licences  available  were 
issued  in  sufficient  time  for  properties  to  be  commenced  before  the 
end  of  the  year,  the  result  being  that  no  licences  were  lost.  It  was 
found  during  the  year  that  even  though  licences  had  been  granted, 
it  was  not  always  possible  for  the  applicant  to  be  able  to  carry  out 
the  building  of  the  house,  but  by  close  watch  of  the  progress  from 
the  time  of  the  issue  of  the  licence,  such  licences  were  cancelled  and 
reissued  where  progress  could  be  made.  It  will  be  remembered  that 
in  November,  cuts  in  housing  were  made,  but  in  private  building  the 
Council  had  the  maximum  number  at  their  disposal  under  con¬ 
struction  before  the  cuts  were  made.” 
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Housing  Statistics 

1.  Inspection  of  Dwelling  Houses  during  the  Year 

(1)  (a)  Total  number  of  dwelling  houses  inspected  for 

housing  defects  (under  Public  Health  or  Housing 

Acts)  . 1,455 

(b)  Number  of  inspections  made  for  the  purpose  ...  4,132 

(2)  (a)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  (included  under  sub-head 

(1)  above),  which  were  inspected  and  recorded  under 
the  Housing  Consolidated  Regulations,  1925  ...  1 

(b)  Number  of  inspections  made  for  the  purpose  ...  1 

(3)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  found  to  be  in  a  state  so 

dangerous  or  injurious  to  health  as  to  be  unfit  for  human 
habitation  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  3 

(4)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  (exclusive  of  those  referred 

to  under  the  preceding  sub-head)  found  not  to  be  in 
all  respects  reasonably  fit  for  human  habitation  ...  266 

2.  Remedy  of  Defects  during  the  Year  without  Service  of  Formal 

Notices 

Number  of  defective  dwelling  houses  rendered  fit  in 
consequence  of  informal  action  by  the  Local  Authority 
or  their  officers  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  193 

3.  Action  under  Statutory  Powers  during  the  Year 

A.— Proceedings  under  Sections  9,  10  and  16  of  the  Housing  Act, 
1936  : — 

(1)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  in  respect  of  which  notices 

were  served  requiring  repairs  ...  ...  ...  ...  Nil 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  which  were  rendered  fit  after 

services  of  formal  notices  : — - 

(a)  By  owners  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  Nil 

(b)  By  Local  Authority  in  default  of  owners  ...  ...  Nil 

B — Proceedings  under  Public  Health  Acts  : — 

(1)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  in  respect  of  which  notices 

were  served  requiring  defects  to  be  remedied .  203 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  in  which  defects  were 
remedied  after  service  of  formal  notices  : — 

(a)  By  owners  ...  .  .  ...  174 

(b)  By  Local  Authority  in  default  of  owners  ...  ...  Nil 
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C.  — Proceedings  under  Sections  11  and  13  of  the  Housing  Act, 

1936  : — 

(1)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  in  respect  of  which  Demoli¬ 
tion  Orders  were  made  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  Nil 

(2)  Number  of  houses  in  respect  of  which  an  undertaking 

was  accepted  under  Sub-Section  (3)  of  Section  1 1  of  the 
Housing  Act,  1936  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

(3)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  demolished  in  pursuance  of 

Demolition  Orders  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

D.  — Proceedings  under  Section  12  of  the  Housing  Act,  1936  : — 

(1)  Number  of  separate  tenements  or  underground  rooms 

in  respect  of  which  Closing  Orders  were  made...  ...  Nil 

(2)  Number  of  separate  tenements  or  underground  rooms 

in  respect  of  which  Closing  Orders  were  determined,  the 
tenement  or  room  having  been  rendered  fit  ...  ...  Nil 

4.  Housing  Act,  1936,  Part  IV — Overcrowding 

(a)  (i)  Number  of  dwellings  overcrowded  at  the  end  of  the 

year .  Not  known 

(ii)  Number  of  families  dwelling  therein 

(iii)  Number  of  persons  dwelling  therein  ...  ...  — 

(b)  Number  of  new  cases  of  overcrowding  reported 

during  the  year  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  28 

(c)  (i)  Number  of  cases  of  overcrowding  relieved  during 

the  year  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  142 

(ii)  Number  of  persons  concerned  in  such  cases  ...  441 

(d)  Particulars  of  any  cases  in  which  dwelling  houses 

have  again  become  overcrowded  after  the  Local 
Authority  have  taken  steps  for  the  abatement  of 
overcrowding  .  Nil 

INSPECTION  AND  SUPERVISION  OF  FOOD 
Milk  Supply 

At  the  close  of  the  year  there  were  registered  under  the  Milk 
and  Dairies  Regulations,  1949 

Dairies  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  14 

Retail  purveyors  of  Milk  ...  ...  ...  ...  13 

One  hundred  and  fifty-six  samples  of  milk  were  taken  during 
the  year. 


Examination  for  Tubercle  Bacilli 

Cultural  and  animal  tests  were  made  on  22  samples — none  of 
which  were  positive. 

Phosphatase  Test 

One  sample  out  of  70  failed  on  test. 

Methylene  Blue  Test 

One  hundred  and  forty-three  samples  were  subjected  to  methy¬ 
lene  blue  test.  Fourteen  samples  were  unsatisfactory. 

Summary 

Test  for 

Samples  Tubercle  Bacilli 

taken  Satis.  Unsatis 
factory  factory 

156  22 

Ice  Cream 

Premises  registered  for  sale  and  manufacture  ...  13 

Premises  registered  for  sale  only  ...  ...  ...  54 

Fifty-seven  samples  of  ice  cream  were  taken  during  the  year,  and 
subjected  to  examination  for  faecal  coli  and  the  methylene  blue  test. 
The  results  are  indicated  below 

No.  of  Faecal 

Samples  Grade  I  Grade  II  Grade  III  Grade  IV  Coli 

57  26  10  7  14  9 

There  was  a  considerable  increase  in  the  number  of  registered 

retailers.,  buying  their  ice  cream  from  reputable  sources. 

One  application,  for  retail  sale,  was  refused  on  the  grounds  that 

no  hot  water  supply  was  available  on  the  premises.  In  accordance 

with  the  provisions  of  Section  14  of  the  Food  and  Drugs  Act,  1938, 

the  applicant  was  invited  to  meet  the  members  of  the  Public  Health 

Committee.  He  promised  to  provide  the  facilities  required  and 

undertook  to  sell  no  ice  cream  in  the  meantime. 

Whilst  retailers  showed  an  improvement  in  their  serving 

technique,  certain  manufacturers  carried  out  structural  repairs 

and  alterations,  calculated  to  improve  their  already  high  standard, 

and  give  themselves  scope  for  greater  output. 


Methylene 

Blue  Phosphatase  Coliform  Turbidity 

Satis-  Unsatis-  Satis-  Unsatis-  Satis-  Unsatis-  Satis-  Unsatis¬ 
factory  factory  factory  factory  factory  factory  factory  factor}' 

129  14  69  1  43  12  1 
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Food  and  Drugs  (Adulteration)  Act,  1928  ;  Food  and  Drugs  Act, 
1938  ;  and  Public  Health  (Preservatives,  etc.,  in  Food)  Regula¬ 
tions,  1925  to  1939 

The  following  58  samples  of  food  and  drugs  were  taken,  and  all 
were  reported  as  genuine  and  free  from  foreign  ingredients.  Numbers 
indicate  number  of  samples  taken  : — 

Formal  Samples. — Bakewell  Tarts,  I  ;  Baking  Powder,  3  ;  Black 
Pepper,  1  ;  Butter,  4  ;  Cheese,  3  ;  Coffee,  4  ;  Doughnuts,  2  ; 

Jam  Tarts,  1  ;  Malt  Vinegar,  3  ;  Margarine,  2  ;  Plain  Flour,  2  ; 

Sausage  (Beef),  3  ;  Self-Raising  Flour,  4  ;  Semolina,  2  ;  White 
Pepper,  1. 

Informal  Samples. — Ammoniated  Tincture  of  Quinine,  1  ; 
Boracic  Powder,  1  ;  Borax,  1  ;  Camphorated  Oil,  I  ;  Caramel 
Toffees,  1  ;  Castor  Oil,  I  ;  Ice  Cream,  9  ;  Liquid  Paraffin,  1  ; 

Milk  of  Magnesia,  1  ;  Pure  Glycerine,  1  ;  Seidlitz  Powders,  1  ; 

Tomato  Ketchup,  2  ;  Vaseline,  1. 

Chemical  Analysis 

The  Sampling  Officer  took  56  samples  of  milk  during  the  year, 
the  results  being  set  out  in  the  following  table  : — 
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Food  and  Drugs  Acts — Analyses  of  Milk  Samples 


Number  of  Samples 

Result  of  Analyses 

Remarks 

on  samples  returned  as 
"Not  Genuine  ” 

Formal 

Informal 

52 

4 

Formal  •  f40  Genuine 

f- 12  Not  genuine 

1.  Fat  3.5%.  Solids  not  Fat  8.4% .  Below  for 
Solids  not  Fat.  No  added  water.  Freezing 
point  normal.  Re-sampled  and  found 
genuine. 

2.  Fat  2.5%.  Solids  not  Fat  8.6%.  17% 
deficient  of  Fat.  Re-sampled  and  found 
genuine.  Retailer  cautioned  on  instruc¬ 
tions  from  Health  Committee. 

3.  Fat  3.2%.  Solids  not  Fat  8.15%.  Below  for 
Solids  not  Fat.  No  added  water.  Re¬ 
sampled.  see  No.  6  below. 

4.  Fat  2.8%.  Solids  not  Fat  9.0%.  7% 
deficient  of  Fat.  Re-sampled  and  found 
genuine. 

5.  Fat  2.7%.  Solids  not  Fat  8.45%.  10% 
deficient  of  Fat.  "  Appeal  to  cow  ” 
samples  showed  cows  to  be  giving  milk 
below  standard  for  Fat. 

6.  Fat  2.55%.  Solids  not  Fat  8.45%.  15% 
deficient  of  Fat. 

Delivery  samples  taken,  Nos.  7  to  11  below — 

7.  Fat  2.7%.  Solids  not  Fat  8.55%.  10% 
deficient  of  Fat. 

8.  Fat  2.8%.  Solids  not  Fat  8.8%.  7% 
deficient  of  Fat. 

9.  Fat  2.7%.  Solids  not  Fat  8.4%.  10% 
deficient  of  Fat. 

10.  Fat  2.65%.  Solids  not  Fat  8.6%.  12% 
deficient  of  Fat. 

11.  Fat  2.7%.  Solids  not  Fat  8.5%.  10% 
deficient  of  Fat. 

"  Appeal  to  cow  ”  samples  of  Nos.  7,  8,  9,  10 
and  11  showed  cows  to  be  giving  milk 
below  standard  for  Fat. 

12.  Fat  2.15%.  Solids  not  Fat  9.05%.  28% 
deficient  of  Fat.  "  Delivery  ”  samples 
taken  and  found  to  be  genuine.  Vendor 
prosecuted  and  fined  £2  and  15s.  costs. 

In-  3  Genuine 

formal  1  Not  genuine 

1.  Fat  2.75%.  Solids  not  Fat  8.55%.  8% 
deficient  of  Fat.  Re-sampled,  see  Nos.  3 
and  6  above. 

Public  Abattoir 


The  accompanying  table  sets  out  the  comprehensive  amount  of 
work  carried  out  so  ably  by  the  Superintendent  (Mr.  S.  R.  Reed) 
and  his  assistant  : — 

Public  Abattoir 

Carcases  Inspected  and  Condemned 


Cattle 
exclud¬ 
ing  Cows 

Cows 

Calves 

Sheep 

and 

Lambs 

Pigs 

Number  killed 

3618 

2330 

4580 

23230 

3437 

Number  inspected 

3618 

2330 

4580 

23230 

3437 

Dressed  carcases  inspected 

111 

696 

117 

179 

111 

Total  inspected 

3729 

3026 

4697 

23409 

3548 

All  Diseases  except  Tuberculosis  : 

Whole  carcases  condemned 

3 

75 

93 

137 

41 

Carcases  of  which  some  part 
or  organ  was  condemned 

1215 

824 

57 

1370 

.  283 

Percentage  of  the  number  in¬ 
spected  affected  with  disease 
other  than  tuberculosis 

32.66 

29.70 

3.19 

6.43 

9.13 

Tuberculosis  only  : 

Whole  carcases  condemned 

12 

138 

25 

— 

23 

Carcases  of  which  some  part 
or  organ  was  condemned 

1340 

1217 

— 

— 

376 

Percentage  of  the  number  in¬ 
spected  affected  with  tuber¬ 
culosis 

36.25 

44.77 

0.53 

11.24 

Diseased  and  unsound  conditions  found  in  the  animals  dealt 
with  caused  the  detention  and  surrender  for  destruction  of  a  total 
weight  in  carcases  and  offal  of  124  tons  19  cwts.  57  lbs.,  details  of 
which  are  given  in  the  following  table  : — 

Carcases  Offal 


Beef  ... 

Veal . 

Mutton  and  Lamb  ... 
Pork  ... 


130,333  lb.  ' 

6,385  lb. 

7,761  lb.  f  125,332  lb. 
10,134  lb.  J 
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The  following  foodstuffs,  other  than  meat,  being  unfit  for  human 
consumption,  were  voluntarily  surrendered  for  destruction  : — 

Fish  . 2,061  lb. 


Bacon  and  Ham 
Dried  Fruit 
Preserved  Goods 
Sugar 
Beef 

Ice  Cream 
Cheese 
Sausage 
Other  Foods 


83  lb. 

86  lb. 

4,061  tins  and  jars 
19  lb. 

75  lb. 

60  briquettes 
36f  lb. 

51b. 

774  lb. 


PREVALENCE  OF,  AND  CONTROL  OVER,  INFECTIOUS  AND 

OTHER  DISEASES 

The  incidence  of  infectious  diseases  was  relatively  low,  as  also 
was  the  case  for  the  past  two  years. 

There  were  370  notified  cases  of  Measles,  64  of  Scarlet  Fever, 
15  of  Whooping  Cough,  and  12  of  Erysipelas. 

Of  the  other  notifiable  infectious  diseases,  none  reached  more 
than  single  figures. 

There  were  3  cases  of  Diphtheria,  one  being  a  nurse  from  a 
General  Hospital,  one  an  immunised  child,  and  one  a  non-immunised 
child.  There  were  no  deaths  from  Diphtheria. 

The  following  Shrewsbury  cases  were  admitted  to  Monkmoor 
Isolation  Hospital,  now  under  the  control  of  the  Birmingham 
Regional  Hospital  Board  : — 

Disease  Cases 

Diphtheria  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  3 


Scarlet  Fever 

Erysipelas 

Measles 

Whooping  Cough 
Acute  Poliomyelitis 
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3 

7 

2 

1 


The  Salop  County  Council,  as  Local  Health  Authority,  are  now 
responsible  for  work  in  connection  with  Vaccination,  Diphtheria 
Immunisation  and  Immunisation  against  Whooping  Cough. 

Two  clinics  are  held  each  week  in  Shrewsbury,  conducted  by 
your  Medical  Officer  of  Health,  who  acts  as  agent  for  the  County 
Council. 
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The  County  Medical  Officer  of  Health  has  provided  the  following 
figures  relating  to  the  work  done  in  Shrewsbury  during  1949. 

Diphtheria  Immunisation  Immunisations 


Pre-School  Children  :  At  Clinic  ... 

...  ... 

421 

By  General 

Practitioners 

210 

School  Children  :  At  Clinic  ... 

213 

By  General 

Practitioners 

14 

Total 

864 

Reinforcing 

Injection 


At  Clinic 

...  ... 

287 

By  General  Practitioners 

... 

32 

Total 

... 

319 

Positive 

Negative 

Total 

Post  Schick  Tests  ...  9 

429 

438 

Whooping  Cough  Immunisation 

Pre-School  Children  :  At  Clinic  ... 

115 

By  General 

Practitioners 

95 

School  Children  :  At  Clinic  ... 

...  ... 

10 

By  General 

Practitioners 

13 

Total 

233 

Vaccination 

Children  under 

1  year  of  age :  At  Clinic  ...  ...  ...  ...  71 

By  General  Practitioners  ...  ...  202 

Primary  Others  :  At  Clinic  .  58 

\  By  General  Practitioners  ...  ...  27 


Total  . 358 
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Re-vaccination  : 


At  Clinic 

By  General  Practitioners  .. 


3 

51 


Total 


54 


During  the  year  there  was  one  known  outbreak  of  food  poisoning 
which  was  not  notified  as  such,  but  came  to  the  knowledge  of  the 
Health  Department  by  some  of  the  patients  concerned.  A  full 
investigation  was  made. 

A  birthday  party  of  ten  persons  was  held  on  September  8th,  and 
gastro-intestinal  symptoms  commenced  in  one  case  four  hours  after 
the  party,  in  others  the  following  day  or  the  day  after,  and  in  one 
case  onset  of  symptoms  were  delayed  for  four  days. 

All  the  patients  had  epigastric  pains  or  vomiting,  but  none  had 
diarrhoea.  Ingredients  of  the  meal  included  lettuces,  tomatoes, 
marzipan  cake,  tinned  pineapple,  ice  cream  and  cakes.  The  house, 
kitchen  and  larder  were  all  scrupulously  clean,  and  there  was  no 
evidences  of  rats,  mice  or  flies. 

Specimens  of  faeces  were  taken  for  examination,  but  in  all 
cases  the  report  was  that  no  organisms  of  the  Enteric,  Dysentery 
or  Food  Poisoning  groups  were  isolated.  Specimens  of  marzipan  and 
ice  cream  powder  failed  to  show  any  significant  contamination. 

In  due  course  all  the  patients  recovered,  but  endured  much 
thirstiness  during  convalescence. 

The  possibility  of  chemical  poisoning  had  to  be  considered,  but 
no  evidence  or  proof  could  be  obtained.  The  cause  of  the  outbreak 
was,  therefore,  not  ascertained. 

It  is  appropriate  in  this  section  of  the  Report  to  make  mention 
of  the  great  value  to  the  medical  services  of  Shrewsbury  of  the 
existence  of  the  Public  Health  Laboratory,  set  up  in  the  town  by 
the  Medical  Research  Council  for  the  Ministry  of  Health. 

Apart  from  its  bacteriological  services  to  hospitals  and  medical 
practitioners,  the  Health  Department  derives  great  benefit  from  the 
bacteriological  examination  of  milk,  ice  cream  and  water  samples. 

The  close  co-operation  and  willing  assistance  of  the  Director  of 
the  Laboratory,  Dr.  A.  C.  Jones,  in  field  epidemiology,  is  particularly 
appreciated. 
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The  attached  table  illustrates  the  work  carried  out  at  the 
Public  Health  Service  Laboratory  during  1949,  in  the  examination 
of  over  900  nasal  and  throat  swabs  sent  in  by  Shrewsbury  doctors 
or  hospitals. 

It  will  be  noted  that  although  764  swabs  were  examined  for 
Haemolytic  Streptococci,  of  which  nearly  50  per  cent,  were  positive, 
yet  only  64  cases  of  Scarlet  Fever  were  notified. 

This  does  not  mean  that  though  369  swabs  were  positive  to 
Haemolytic  Streptococci,  and  do  not  necessarily  refer  to  individual 
patients,  and  only  64  cases  of  Scarlet  Fever  were  notified  that  the 
remainder  were  missed  cases  of  Scarlet  Fever. 

It  is  known  that  only  certain  types  of  Haemolytic  Streptococci 
can  give  rise  to  Scarlet  Fever,  and  it  is  only  a  fair  assumption,  there¬ 
fore,  that  some  of  those  with  positive  swabs  may  have  been  missed 
cases  or,  on  the  other  hand,  were  suffering  from  illnesses  such  as 
Tonsillitis,  Quinsy  or  Sore  Throat  without  a  rash,  and  not  diagnosed 
as  Scarlet  Fever. 

Such  patients  are  just  as  infective  as  cases  labelled  as  Scarlet 
Fever,  and  shows  us  why  the  so-called  control  of  Scarlet  Fever 
cannot  be  effective  by  merely  admitting  to  an  Isolation  Hospital 
only  those  who  display  a  rash. 


Bacteriological  examination 
carried  out  for  detection  of 

Nasal  and  Throat  Swabs  sent  by  : 

General  Practitioners 

Hospitals 

Positive 

Negative 

Positive 

Negative 

Vincent’s  Angina... 

7 

325 

1 

370 

Haemolytic  Streptococci 

184 

177 

185 

218 

Diphtheria 

4 

471 

10 

416 
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Monthly  Incidence  of  Infectious  Diseases  Notified,  1949 

(Not  including  Tuberculosis) 


Month 

Erysipelas 

Ophthalmia 

Neonatorum 

Acute  Primary 
Pneumonia 

Acute  Influenzal 
Pneumonia 

Puerperal 

Pyrexia 

Scarlet  Fever 

Measles 

Whooping  Cough 

Acute 

Poliomyelitis 

Diphtheria 

Cerebro  Spinal 
Fever 

January  ... 

1 

— 

i 

2 

— 

5 

64 

— 

— 

February  ... 

1 

2 

— 

i 

— 

3 

187 

1 

— 

-  j  1 

March 

2 

— 

— 

— 

— 

5 

78 

1 

— 

—  |  — 

April 

2 

— 

— 

— 

i 

2 

12 

1 

— 

May 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

2 

7 

1 

— 

—  — 

June 

— 

— 

3 

— 

— 

— 

14 

3 

— 

—  — 

July 

o 

i 

— 

— 

— 

— 

3 

5 

— 

August 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

i 

4 

2 

— 

_  _ 

September . . . 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

i 

— 

— 

1 

—  !  — 

October 

— 

— 

— 

— 

i 

13 

— 

— 

1 

2  i  _ 

November  ... 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

19 

1 

— 

i  — 

December  ... 

1 

— 

1 

— 

13 

— 

1 

— 

—  — 

Totals  ...  j 

12 

3 

5 

3 

2 

64 

370 

15 

2 

3  1 

Notifiable  Diseases  (other  than  Tuberculosis)  During  the  Year,  1949 


Number  of  Cases  Notified 

,  Total 


NOTIFIABLE  DISEASE  !  _ _ At  Ages  Years _  Cases 


removed 

1 

3 

5 

10 

1 5 

25 

45 

65 

to 

At  all 

Under 

to 

to 

to 

to 

to 

to 

to 

&  up- 

Hospital 

Ages 

1 

3 

5 

10 

is 

25 

45 

65 

wards 

Sinall-pox  ... 

Diphtheria  ... 

3 

1 

i 

1 

3 

Erysipelas . 

12 

4 

7 

i 

3 

Scarlet  Fever 

64 

2 

15 

41 

3 

2 

1 

40 

l  yphus  Fever 

Enteric  Fever 

Puerperal  Pyrexia 

2 

1 

1 

2 

Ophthalmia  Neonatorum 

3 

3 

3 

Poliomyelitis 

2 

2 

2 

Pneumonia,  Acute  Primary 

5 

I 

2 

2 

1 

Do.  Acute  Influenzal 

3 

1 

2 

Cerebro-Spinal  Fever 

i 

1 

1 

Encephalitis  Lethargica  .. 

Polio-Encephalitis 

Malaria 

Dysentery  . 

Measles 

370 

8 

89 

104 

161 

5 

1 

2 

7 

Whooping  Cough  .  . 

15 

4 

6 

4 

1 

2 

Totals  ... 

480 

16 

98 

124 

206 

9 

9 

10 

7 

1 

64 

TUBERCULOSIS 


AGE  PERIODS 

NEW  CASES 

DEATHS 

Respiratory 

Non- 

Respiratory 

Respiratory 

Non- 

Respiratory 

M.  F. 

M.  F. 

M.  F. 

M.  F. 

0  to  1 

1—  6  . 

6—15  . 

16—26  . 

25—36  . 

35—45  . 

45—55  . 

65—65  . 

65  and  upwards 

1 

2  3 

2  2 

3  3 

4 

1  2 

3  3 

1  1 

1 

1 

1  3 

2 

2  3 

1 

1 

4  1 

1 

Totals  ... 

16  13 

2  2 

8  10 

1  — 

Of  the  19  deaths  from  Tuberculosis,  1,  or  5  per  cent.,  was  not 
notified  before  death. 

The  Phthisis  (Respiratory  or  Pulmonary  Tuberculosis)  Death 
Rate  for  the  year  was  0.39  per  1,000  population,  compared  with 
0.13  in  the  previous  year. 
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DISINFECTION  AND  DISINFESTATION 


A  summary  of  work  carried  out  by  the  Sanitary  Inspectors  in 
connection  with  infectious  disease,  disinfection  and  disinfestation 
work  is  as  follows  : — 


Visits  made  in  connection  with  infectious 

disease . 173 

Disinfection  carried  out  after  : — 

Tuberculosis  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  22 

Other  infectious  disease  ...  ...  ...  19 

Dwelling  houses  treated  for  Bug  Infestation,  etc.  62 


Disinfestation  with  D.D.T.  solution  was  carried  out  at  62 
dwelling  houses.  The  type  of  vermin  was  as  given  herewith  : — 


Bugs  . 

Fleas  and  Body  Lice 
Flies  ... 

Unidentified 


55  houses 
3  „ 

2  „ 

2  „ 


DESTRUCTION  OF  RATS  AND  MICE 

The  usual  bi-annual  sewer  treatment  was  carried  out,  and  the 
indications  were  that  this  action  was  reducing  the  rat  population  of 
the  town  centre. 

Business  and  other  premises,  under  contract,  were  dealt  with  by 
the  County  Council  Rodent  Operator,  working  under  the  direction 
of  the  Chief  Sanitary  Inspector.  No  major  infestations  were  found. 

Many  individuals,  acting  upon  advice  given,  benefited  by  carrying 
out  their  own  trapping  and  poisoning. 


